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This is belng wyritten the afternoon of Monday,August 23rd.The date

wo had originally planned ag mailing date for this issue.So I had been
sweating away Saturday night,in order to get my sheet finished;trying not
%o rush the job too much for fear of meking errors.and as a result
promptiy being accugsed of ohanging the language.{l did manage to spell
know "knwo',but still....)

As promised I turned up at Dave's office before lunch,where I parked

the motorbike between two care promptily earning some very nagty swear-
words for not leaving enough room for the cars to baok out.Ignoring this,
{I1'm used to far worse from Dave,and surtout Harry),l clambed ths stairs
and rapped my knuckles on the door.Just in ocase some bright fellow might :
gay "go away",I followed up the sound of the knook,coming face to face with a
ilady,a gentleman,and...Always polite,that‘s me.let’s call him Dave.A glance
at me,a grunted hiye,and once more he concentrated on the sheet of paper
before iim.I was pleased to note that he had a blue penoil in his hand,and
that he was wvarefully editing his ~wn scfript.Never before hava I seen such
& mesa,.Where once I had been able to read the closely typed Lines,datailing
his life story,with especial respects paid to the sf part of it,I found blue
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cancellations,red additions,and several lines of squeezy handwriting.Blinking
at all this,I took out the masters for ITTA,and shoved them under his nose.

"Haven't you finished your sheet?" I asked,not really believing the evi-
dence before me."No,I don't seem to get the hang of it.Don't like the thing
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very much." I wasn’t too surprised,knowing the sordid things that had been
included .Nevertheless,not glving up all hope of yet meeting the mailing
date I asked "When do you expeoct to get the article finished?" Another sullen
glance atv the previously neat sheet,a furtive look at me,and "Whea do you
have to post it?" "I had intended to send them off today,but I suppose it
wlll be alright to post them off tomorrow.Just as long it doesn’t take you
a week.They’re being sent as periodicals,not as first olmss meil." "You'll
have them tomorrow." This very reassuringly,even though lines of doubt still
creased his brow.

I menaged to get & supposedly satisfied grin ~n ny face,and changing over
to meiling costs,remarked upon the postal regulations sovering the sending
of periodicals."They must have a front cover,denoting periodicy,title,resp.
publisher and no text,though illustrations are allowed.Have we anything in
the way of illustretions?Or ideas?"Bla.k looks,utter silence."Haven't we?"
Same ."Well how about that drawing Ken did at my place,still got it?" Dave
threw me a horrified look,and after a search to locate his tongue,shouted
"NO,not THAT." "Well,why not?" "Eh,you can't..l mean...eh,you just can't.”
""hey won't expect anything better from a twerpszine.And surely it is very
ORIGINAL." "Look,Jan,you can®t....Well....as long as you take the blame."
“"Hand it over." And I em proud to present you:

XPS. Self-portrait.{special effects by NMarcel Maurin-three star brandy.)
Have just seen the first copies of the other pages.Lousy.No more hecto here.
Even though the drawings are easier %o copy,o r reputation(?) comes firet.
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TRUJ A BRAYS.

Our Ghnlord,who art in Belfast,
Hollow'd:be thy fame.
. Thy fandoms come,

P (and go all the same!)
‘QSH- Thy will be done,in OiIPA
7 As it is in Ireland.
i=ompa Give us today our daily letter,

MArL ING
F\n Q“clt
oo

(And fortnightly Slant!)
Forgive us our insolence

As we condone your hibernation.
\Lead us-not into temptation

DawVendelmans .
3 e % ut deliver us from Proxyboo,

Jguan Ta. n St
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Founders &Losers of u(’ /T WEEW !
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WHAT'S IN A NAXTE? If I remember correctly,one or the other newspaper
or weekly,used to run regular articles on this subject,exjlaining the
various origins of surnames.lio,don't worry,I am not going to start a
gimilar line here.dJust wondered if you would be able to make out the
origin of this magazine's title.Have a try.No prices offered!About
time we got ria of that Alphe,Beta,Gamma sequence of publications.

As Dave has told me that he has a sort of ¢rtvticle prepared for this
'try-out",Il sheall occupy myself by rambling along merrily,a sort of
column, to keep using the same phraseology.This,thet,and nothing else
in particular will £ill it,although I must try and keep it to fandom.
\ie should have something to say about.....

I SO/ETIL.I.S HAVE TROUBLE with the English language.Like hibernation
for instance.The description of the action fits the word,but not the
relation to time.Perhaps we could use aesternation?

CONTINUING on the nations in the language,l suppose that nearly everyone
of you has read Con-CCrastination.Only that should have been usion
instead of natvion.Con-Fusion to be exact. Why?

SHORTLY AFTLR THL MANCON,Dave phoned me to say he had received a
whopper of a con-report for publication in Alphe.It was even better
than I had expected,and I asked Dave whether he couldn't do the sten~
cilling on this before he went on legve,to avoid haviang to rush the
job afterwardis.Imagine our consterusion,eh,consternation,when a week
later we received an apologetic note from Eric Bentcliffe,asking us
to send back the report.A friend who had promised %0 do him one for
Triode,had gotten meddlea with a dame...A sinking feeling overtook us
but being very nice people,even if fans,we diid send bvack the manu-
script,glad that we hadn't started cutting the stencils after all.
SOME TIiiy PASSED, then,along came Sidereal.Imagine my surprise at find-
ing Con-Crastination listed on the cover.A furtive glance inside,and
of course,there i1t was.Told Dave and showed him the fanzine.lhy bother
me with copies,he said,l've got the original back.l was confused by
now,and it took another apologetic letter,which had accompagnied the
ms to clear up the mess.In it EB suggested we use it ,as Sidereal
didn't have a large circulation,etc...l believe I'm being polite not
quoting Dave's reply.I can't be sure,as I lost my copy,but I seem to
recall some very unfannish expressions. Another letter followed from
Ed,explaining that the muddle was due to his mistake,not reading the
letter EB had sent slong with Con-C.Even so,l'm sure you will agree
thet Con-Fusion is a far better title!


Alpha.lt

BUT ALL THAT talk ebout the ex-editor remiande me that I an sorely
in need of Information on 8pace Times.Perhaps Brian Varley,who it
_Beems,now runs the. show,is en’' OMPA member.In:which ecase,I would like
to ask him what hsappened. tolmy cop;ea of ST.The latest 1ssue received
here was the April 1954.Thatithis: ahculd hapven to the one fanzine
I actually sent:é cesh subeoriptlon-tm' Don'it'tell mﬁ,ip hae gone and
left us. And whdle  Idd atidt,lr Varls I did gend you wbtification of
change of addréss,ant a letter from the' present gisfess as well Yet
.%the Combogzine,as well a8 thellagt ST renelveﬁ 6Li3d WEnt. to Wommelgen!
Will you take this:asi e reminder to change-your sublist?
SUBSCRIBE: INDEED!: I also sent off a subhecription- to anathbr British
fanzine,way bsck incdpyc neofanuétagegxﬂhlvfi{’ appened %o (f61d,and
only regentdy havé Icheen informéd’tbgfli’sh 11 heve . .ny: Bubscription
honoreéseven - tf Iiheve tolwait watil }933A{'m e very Abliging chap,I
am.But pleese,don't let me.have to remind yburmggin et that time.
LESSON IN FLSMISH,or & roundabout wey to teach pecorleé”English ss it
should be writ! EI is a Flemish word,the English %ransletion of which
ig egg.liow let us put egg into.the.word where ei ghould be:I receggved
& receggpt on receggving TRIODE.And if Bric Jones would only stop
wondering about esge,he might wriie received gnd receiving correctly.
If he does this as a staxrting point for the modernisation of archaic
English,28 may be the case,my apologies.
YES,I RbCLGGVuD TRIODE, along with a letter from Scotland,commenting
on & quote from one of my letters,appearing in T.Arthur sure was in
& hurry.As gsome of you might wonder about 1t as well,the letter quoted
Wwes writien on receggpt of Con-Sclence.Silnce then we have,ss readera of
Alpha will undoubuedLy know,discovered that Ben ALbas wes not yet dead,
only hibernating (that word again,how about annonating this time?) and
heve gtarted him drewing sgein.As far a8 Alpha isg concerned,anyway.
ds Arthur writes:) don't understand your worxries about artists.Ben‘s
carioon forxr the TLwerpecon wes excellenti! -And we have now uncovered more
talent: Jeen Steer.VWo folks,ve sren't grumbling no more.Trhode should
have been published three months earlier!
FROM ARTISTS TO TRUFANS is aot too gieat a step.But what exactly is
the Trufan supposed to be? Mosgt pecople gezen to differ on this,some it
geens,oven changing their minds occasicnally.like S{tu MacXenzle,for
lnstance.Sometime duriang June,and even as late as begin July,he still
considered us true fans,heving promisged to forwerd us i,which,eaccor-
ding to page 28 "all true fans will get." asfter trying various sudver-
sive methods I finelly got hold of a copy,vhough not via Stu.Avpeal ©o
the elite:would those considering us to bg true fans tell Stuv sbout i,
and if we're not,would they wrlte ant tell ug just how we are %0
hecome such cveauures° (uall .t BSP 1f you like,butv I sense a cone
gpirzecy to deliver me 29 letters naking improper sugeesticna! )
DEVIL GIRIL IROM MARS,according to Mzl Ashworth,wss Tuanier than
Abbott & Costello,though unintentionally so0.ila y I suggest you ask to
see the Burgess Het from Tyrol?Thia beats even Devil girl!'It isg even
rumored that the sudden decrease in British exporst trade ie duve to
uncountable workers heing seized by fits uwpon Brian's sudden appearsnce.
THIS INIOCENT COLUIN geems +0 have been turned into a veritable
wctleilelu Ivil forces must ne at work.If you only receive half of
our effort due to the censors,afreid of the yosulbllkt that Thelr
most prominent wmerber might goc banned,refuse to send more than just
this last oarsgreph,l'll have to look for z new home for this column. |,
Any takexs?
IP PHIS MAILING secems vather & thin effort on cur behalf,would you
just this once accept our apologies? Ve did get to knwo about it
rethexr late,end had a lot of work stacked up due t0o the recent ish
of Alpha.le'll make up for it next time.Until then,guess again.


Steer.No
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/s 1 we ¢ldn’t have enough trouble,.. Xt isa’t bad enough ha-
viig (0 worry about getiting a fanzine ocut on time {(sometimes)ibuying
i01s of papers borroving loads of stemcils (indefinitsly)itezing cur
diwlnntive brains to the uitrost trying o produce mediocre ariicles,
In:ffective editoriais end unsatisfactory stories, wasting the of-
fize’s time = anpd money - Uyping and stencilling sald avticles end/or
edlvorials and/or stories; mailing the derned thlngs whon thsy'r: fi-
nally readys paying for the positegei then, when sverybedy’s recuived
tha, pavying some mors o meke up for the iasufficlent postage they
stick on thely letVews %telling us hovw mediocre, ineffective and unw-
satligfaciory aald evtigles, 2diterisls and stories were,.... and HOW,
vo cap it all... somp blokes come and ask us to join gome lmposcible
sonding organisation and expect ug Lo gpend scms nore neney pradu=
el g soz3 mows wediscre... (2o bove), so that we should receiv) o
re letteprs Selling us.. ete.. {see above). I ask you : "I5 IT WORTH

b
,

IT 2% ¢"Do we have to stend for this ?". This business of Fandem is
getedng me dowa, I I°d hnowa whet I was letling wmyself in for, 1’4

neier nave startsd this s.f.2.civb/fanzine blcoming rackst... Do you
¥noy that oy haip is turning grey already, and I'm only 75,...8e:iides,
what ebout my poor wife ? How am I going vo justify all this suvpius
8xnenss ¢ And what about those nlce guiet evenlngs at heme oy at the
piztuves * Quots @ "Levling {witk a tremdiing lin), I bardly cver seo
YO anymere... Lou’re always suay... And vhen you Go come home, you’
re busy writing some 8ilily article (you seo?) or rveading some impoz-
sinle story (she must have soenr ze with one of Berl’s “rFsanther" Loolkn
¥ don'’t even have timg to spesk o me..." etc.ete..Beed I go on 7
Y01 see what I meen ¥

0.K,, 80 I'm 2 moaner,.. Hy I'm suining mysee ¢ ny famillye..

88 L'm patiing 0id before my tilme,,. 80 I'n jeoopar 1 By sotlial

1i’e evé poslition,.. S0 by the Greet GHY, you shall haye a ¥Filoo=-
Lo 5 i

T oo Al o W 5
ping erticle.s S0 1

noitey (I havn’t deo ten.ils
T

i . cust tey and
1 v nighi thus be depyie
hat’s Fronch fop U meaindnge

at in Ghod’s name rhall
I urite avout? 9. What do pedple expoct of s ? Uoa't answer that:
Whet can a couples of Twerns Like us poseibly drzan up that hest i ale
#0i.dy oceum:d to thousands of hevdened p.f.vetorans 7?7 let me fees.
Anhib, . L Eoow: Y Science~SficticnY. That carteialy gcems 0 be astube-
Jaet that is seldom discussad when faas ¥ i

pand SOM6 63 Goa
B%
Q0L Cs .y S0 WHAT ire
6P mE.,. Besides, think of the poor
ved of some liverany “touvrs de fopest

get together. 4T least T can
naiie seversl occasicns vhen tha sublsect has beoen veiy cayefully evol-

deds presunsbly the fea in quection were otherwise engaged at (noss
cinzs,

L3

Welil, mow that I've at lest managed to make wp my aind,l caall
proceed wlih oy own versconal aad juvaluebls expsrlience in the fl.eld
of science«flection...

i‘m not gulie sure which wae the fiyst g.f. 8T
ever read, but I dpaglas 1L wee g tale by H.G.4ells and 3ve L
wai publisghed in "Amezing svories™ and I thdnpik the title was: ™ YWhen
the moon ran wild ". Is anybody es definife as I am cn the last thyeoe
items ? I believe Theve was ancthor abory by Wells,sither in the so-~
ne issua or &nother cno, called " The thing that walied im the 1ainh
bul my senile mind is no longer a3 charp as 1t used to be { I ¢ouid
gp. it haire with anybody at 5 distance of s1x feet onee) and I have
bult a very faint recollection of this dim end distant past,

Bt




T couldn’t even tell you the date on that mag, nolt even the yoavr. I
know 1t must heve been prier to 1930, because I remeumber resding it
in the living room of oup home in Bouchout; a owg-horse village ape
proximately ¢ miles outside Antwerp, and we lived there until 1930,
(Cute, aren’t I 7) Poussibly it was one of the first "Amazings" to bs
published (?). Can anybody cheek on that ? Thank you,

Of course, onecs I had read s.f. and experienced the delighis of that
type of literzture, I could hardly resd a2nything else, How of courss
I can hardly read anything at all (All right, no nsed to get perso-
nal), By the way, I wonder how thet A.S, ever got into our house ¥

It wasg not long after “that I cams &cress the "Warof the worlds"
{It wouid appear that H.G. had the monopcly im those days) and read
ity not onec, but many times...(4s you probably know - you old vete-
Tans=- there was a scarc@iy of 3.f. in those days, ggnecially in Bele-
gium). I don’t recall seeing any other s5.f. mags antil the ey 1935
wvhen 1 finelly ecame aecross the famous ¥Weonder sitcrles® edited by H,
Gernsbacic, There vere some very geeod stories in there, to wit: " Ia
caverns balow, by Sicnton A,loblentz; "The grecn man of CGraypek®
Festus Pragnell vincidentally, if anyone hes got Vol.7, nos. 3 amd
of 1935 -~ W.S., I should very much like to buy them; maybe I can fi-
nish that story then). Then ceme the "Tales of Wonder® 1938 & 1939,
not to mention "Scoops%, a weekly (I think) »eper contalning ( noy
and than) some falrly acceptable yarns., I had about twelve sp four-
veen issues of the latter, Then I discovered & copy of "Selsnee-fic-
tiontand "Harvel?” in the bockshep and was just acouiring the bagin~
nings of a swock of s.f. wnen the blcoming wapr broke out, and now
nost of my stock has wanlshed,(together with e batch of Yhot records
atc.s3, with the exception of 2 covple of oid "Wondsrs" (without co-
vers) ond an odd copy of "Marvwel" oy “Sgience~fiction®, 0f courss,
L?ve acguired a ney stock in the weantime... However, ©o0 contiauwe,,
During the wer, I came scross an occaslonal copy of "Thrilling Wone
der stories® in a second-hend dbookshop, or *Astounding" (B,R.E.} ,
which I read avidly and stored vary carefully cvey in a safe palcece
{plzce thet sheould be) to read agzaln later.

Well, the war caws,.. snd went and I put eway my drum-sticks
and aventvelly found myself back in Twerpland, only Lo discover that
my old newsagent, who still zan iz old business, didn’t have a gine
gle 5,7, mag to his nsme, curse hin,

Yeer followed Barren year withosut @ change in the zliusiilon,
exeept thet 1 4id manage 4o {ind en occasionel second~hand copy of
Wwasing? or "Astoundlagh, until 2t last I cems gcross, In & diffe-
rent bookshop, a new "Astounding” (September 4%).0f eourse, I bought
it. Of course, I wasn’t sorry. OF course, I bought the next ish too
and the pext and the pext... Aud then, I came acrogs "Foture”. OF
course, I bought thal ton (It was the dan.’52 ish), Y even hought
the next orss tTC0... and thdn.., I csne scross a bloke named Jansgen
and then I same & Cropdar... yhen ay trvouvblss sterted. Baturally, I
met him in the bookshop, as you kmow {(if you don’t, consult “Alpha®
n%3 ~ April 1954 - page 1 (42vt.)) and naturslly, nol being havdensd
fen yet, ws dlscussed s.¥. and woighed the possibilities of sterting
& club.,. After ¢hat was fized, we welghed the possibilitieg of stars
ting a fansine.., How thet’s fixsd too, eud NOW I HAVN'T TIE TIME
70O READ ALL THE ¥MaGS AND BOVELS ABD FANZIFES TUAT COME POURING I¥
FROM ALL CORNERS OF THE GLCEBE... PFor CHU’s sazke will somebody piea-
se ask somebody to invent a Yime-wachine, so I can go back for a ivw
months- o yeaprs-~ ancé catch up on all this literature that’s siering
me i1 the face every dsy... I'm sure 1t’s mocking me,.. It geems to
bs saving ¥ Well, you Lypied hard snough to acquire 2 g.f, 1ibrary..
Well, now you’ve gol cue... and nov,.. WHAT E&RE YOU GOING ¥Q DO A
BOUT IT ¢ Pleass help me feliowsg... I¥*S DRIVIHG ME SANZ T
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BEFRONT THE HIND COVER. .

Being further nengense and | zensral chatier. ARG why 7 Wall, ve are stpe
posed t6G ron off O pages o”ary guariaxr &nd altbough wa hadn®i neand o
= 50 thie tiae, Deave bE“Hf vary Lazy, 1% Auwlhﬁ A Blews

There shouldn’t hava been time ko da it fng omly, beiag lezier than u
sialy Dave hasn’t even linldshad hiis awti~}u. e aust be sure atout the

immaculate qualltf of his plecs befcre nhoweriﬂg his ceoe-nmopbars with <he

heaveuly frults of his labour, And wn the meantime, 1 Just run wereily
along, bringing thils teo reguliation (miniavw} size. .
1 roceivaed the cireular shout ths "uu spoges of JMPAM some time age and

have tried %9 eztabllsh the Eatusl selations between ITTA and these llsge

ted items. Taking thenm in cvder @

1/ Perconglissiicn: A nub lb&»iﬂh hasad on this syster ds indeed the

next siep beyond the “Grsanal letter, in it, I am able f¢ soil some
guys., whizh I o« xablcn ¢ heve done in Alphe. Tha2 latver perily bessuss
of the seriousemindedreas of several of our reagers, who wonld ndoed
De capablie of sharting & wer ower cuehl 3111y things. (80 wenld I,

27 s Ev witabiiltve  like scving The thigs of us weﬂﬂ ettty wesll "soaw
ked” ¢p copvention nighi in Antwerp., Bub indeeldy whare else wauld I

have the courage 1o preaent quch mocernistic art ag LES kes shovnp hime
self egpabile of dut in OMPA
3f = ggmgv:mcaxaf*cg 3 Where the abure sonld egually rest in Pimﬁ@ﬂQ
but whileh I prefer o set apert, o make an sxzuplie of the megniiicent
ilitorasure {1c wili be won®t it Deve ¥) which my doaﬁ LavInar is even
oy gwealing overy or was @t swearing
/. Peovisian 3 which doesn's saply o elther of ws, #e we'ys llahla to
and 1P with about hellf-a-iosen Tanzines bhefore wa’yes finighad, ATterall,
theye's Buta (the Flemish sistor) Sorme (The Hevcer braiochild] Dsita
(to be the Froncophalle part) e(WAYW hes elready srepered 3 condensation
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of Slent) and Ghu Mmows hicw ma Y _more Lﬂ turn up. One of the zchaps now
lfJuﬂ in hosplitsld), 4442 mention Esperant :

54 &ﬁgpﬁaﬂagigni yeu 3id say x;ﬁn““y" ¢ I presume Thnt all tha nofe
sare nave a fap bevisy nmﬂu¢e-r GE hvg“rsn than X have, but jnss in
688 ens G The oliher 13is stuelt scmpvners s w&wn ravieving ILTA { op
Alpha for that maitier) nere ars some words yeu might Ilihe “to use.Givos
you @ Eee2ling o7 maturity €o uze long ongs fhbwﬁ gxodﬂintﬁrfst?nn,
e*‘clhsw.,u.ua,,rqaziiu s very zosd,srcsedingly so,befter still;plessling,
lu“‘1yanajv spiendid saﬂerugqhﬂ suei Lilke... Fur others, ox gusi nses
the wopd that couas ua3¢ast to wind, diswisging the item ‘wa v Linagie
atelye Lﬂyalatabue, Jyeratious,ivis om:ppfat'?vf.poaw,ureon seinial, indeco~
ZOUE L SALUC~ OF i“&éiﬂhﬂﬂie’DmmfblOﬁB‘GULuMﬂﬁlRW\u 2a lnfipntﬂm,‘

6/« Zzapsscticnt I have given odd items of news (old) &b some, bub act
L0 mogt of ”Wu 3nﬁﬁesune), Apout tha neglect,the luc"cmnnns gnd the op-

throgeazhy wo have o uadsrzo, Inst bhoanss we cannob defend oursalives
@ethﬁ 23l meaﬁs af this puavixﬁ missive. '

‘ L

7 - guggpjgfgghg° bat swurely this dossi’t aean ihet neae of you are
geling o write us uo mors surely 7 '
§;“ ma,gﬂlédjmannz would we 1¢ken CEEFL to Lo Zendon Clrele v Where s
dswe-timer wiil be afrald to snter, foy fesy they'll make him broke ?
G/ - SZpdeavour : I% dossa’t show a" i sighti. But here lizs buried
+whe Una“~ reason Ton Vind? indenss ag ¥ to make ¢ guesess of ONPA
Trwing ¢o keap the lead which ha nag 1aiely held, by bis pukli atﬁcﬁ
of the fen directony, e has usted the atteoapt by SUE geod Iris
Lo work oul a schome Tor a now, and mepre dotalled faz Ligt, ﬁﬁw J¢lllﬁg
te play sscond ::ﬂdﬁa” ou% 13 cwwa with the bdright ldos 2f collsetling
ali the Can publishers in one group snd pwi"“uu i uﬂh n;ﬂ h ulbq”e,
3ust $2 eazbls him %o disect us to do the work he men't the tims for:
the asy LOﬁple e wabdridzadunexpurgeted fan u*reuﬁory.o. Even 30 12
10/~ ¢ IF WILYL _ﬁ [ 134
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A DAY iI¥ THE LIFE OF A FAF,

e e R
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One eve ovens, a glance arcund the room revealing that light hss already
penetrated the curtains. Ope ear still hears the ghastly rettle of the

alarm clock. One hand majestically szppears ebove the blankehs end sweeps
towards the source of annoyance, & dull thud... Tic tae,tic tac,.. ano~

ther three seconds . Hend hes gone, sar 1s deaf ©o the world and the eye

has cdosed again in vain attempt to rscall the baautiful slsve-girls of b
Jacemaca.t,. Hal? an hour... one Loure..and a nalf... a renevsd stirvring
in the bed, twc aeyes taking in the daylight, ears hearing the scurds on
the strset and a palr of hsnds suddsnly throwing off the blankets,while

a8 nouth, yes only one, cries "Heaveus, I'm lszte already... Rush to the
~y=gyon Knows faster still ¢o the water tap, £111 the keittle wiith water
and light the gas. A hurried dab in the face, the soap hardly wet in the
coursz of the affair. A glance in the mirror a2t the sleepy ayes, stubbly
chin, and unruly halr, No time, must rush.

Kettles boiling: Haescafé 1s quickest, Hec dread..Oh damn, Can’'t spara the
time %0 get some, Some biscults will do. Ouch... this eoffen is hot.
Shoes over socks; Shirt and jacket; Whers’s thet tie gone to ? Hever mimd,
take another. Loolk in the tedroon. Wife stlll aslsep arfter a herd nlght’s
work {?) "Bye desr'. Down the sieps, three at a time, through the front
door, politely laft open by sowmeone eise. Round the cornar vo ths garage.
My lgaition key ?9%? Bang, upstairs again, HJalf ¢the drawers unloaded...
There it is. Slam goes the door.., three at & time, down. Oh, the postnan
cometi... Ten mimites later, stili chmekling over the letter from tThat
subseribar, end the cover of the just-recelved fanzine, and the sxtract
of the letter of Iiis they published, the motorbike rolls ou% of the ga-
rage. A glance at the windows befors golag off, Still mo sign el vhe wife.
And s85.. o the office. g
Late sgain ? Yes, motorbike ran cut of gas, Hed to walk mearly haifl an
hour %o Tthe filling station. &nd the other halif-hour 777

Pick up the papers for customs and »£f to the docks. Beatl is uniozdlngj
rallears are charged; the fan reads the fenzing.... Two hours later; an-
other office.. HNot ready ? To-nmorrow for 3Ur€css. Back %o the office.
Hot much doing. "May I borrow your typewriter for a mement ?%.. OUns hour
later, sigas his lebters,; posts then and goes home for lunch...

" Weko wp dariing? , "Time to get ready for the shifth,,, "ea or c¢olffes?
Pea of course".. Lunch, cup of tea, and a clgerstte, and the letter to
re=read, Still chmekling at the contents, off tc work (?) agsin. Library
con tha way there, so late again, bul of no impertance, Dooks were for

the head clerk. Lousy tripe too... Fe agreas. "For ny wife' he explains.
"Car: I use that bLypewriter ?, some stuff I want to type out..W. MHind
working overtime. Ideas wanted. Pags two of the mag is stilll blank.Title?
Yos. About %his morning®s wisit ? Yes, why aot ? Give the others & chancs
t5 know you a bit more personally as 1t were, C.K, Tvping continues...
Another page stfated. Inside back. ¥o poed. Half the page scrapped,.

Make out some customs papevs 297 Win't toe-norrow de ? I'm busy right
NoWwees» Ohy all rlight...

‘Finienad them. Caan I go home 7" What.. an hour sarly? wholever for 277
Oh, some peinting needs doing you know." A smiie; and D*Booghe says

%] know", Back home., wife gone; a plle of dishes lefi. Let’s do what

mag Tirst. Page 7 finlished. A bilis of bread and a cup of eccffees in he-
tween, Now what ? Bright ildea. CGood cartoon, One howy of hard work, No
go. Simply can’t draw a line., Oh well..., Wrlte snothesr articie. Another
one %2 How abcub... 903 and the... Ho, 4 colu.. Don’t mentlon the word.
I X10¥... & day ia the iife of e fen. Gosh... it’s =midnight.
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